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ing as a profession, and, although there is the special
examination called Maestra, the candidate who holds th
H>acbillerato is exempt from some of the subjects. Gitk
who go to the universities take a degree in Ciencias ot
Letras, corresponding to our B.A. or B.Sc. In general,
there is much unrest, in the midst of which convent life
with its strong traditions, quiet routine, and permanent
scale of values, ought to be a pacifying influence.
It is not only in matters academic that the Latin countries
put their pupils into contact with life. In his encyclical
Pope Pius XI asks: " Who is the noblest and most
useful of citizens ? " and he shows how the true Christian
has " in every way ennobled and benefited human society."*
In this period of transition and rapid development for
the women of Latin lands one is tempted to say that tie
growing point of their intellectual and moral life is their
interest in social science* The Diario de 'Barcelona for
July 5th, 1929, has a stirring article on Joaquina Cunill,
an old child of the Sacred Heart, well known for her
vigorous and well-organised social work; while the
number of Lumen tt Vinculum, cited above, speaks of the
achievement of Teresa 7,i1li Mercurio, who, in and round
about Venice, did such intelligent pioneer work in the
service of the poor. Social study clubs, discussions, and
conferences are given a place of honour in the life of the
schoolgirls as well as in that of past pupils, both in Spak
and Italy. Girls are anxious to qualify themselves for this
work, and also for that of teaching Catechism in needy
parishes*
Many and varied are the forms taken by Catholic social
action, from relief of the necessitous to the fight for the
schools, but greatest of all, perhaps, is the maintenance of a
1 Encyclical, English translation, p. 47.